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agree. Drawing illustrations from his inexhaustible store of Sans-
krit learning, he used to challenge my interpretation of life and
frankly and bluntly would say, truth and untruth were only
relative terms, but at bottom there was no such thing as truth
and untruth just as there was no such thing as life and death. Whilst
I could not resist the abstract presentation, I detected a flaw in its
application to actual life and I put it before him in all reverence.
In my opinion, we never misunderstood each other. At Sinha-
gad where both he and I were trying to take rest we came closer
together.1 I noticed that he was fearless and sincere in the enun-
ciation of his views and he tried to live up to them. I could dis-
cover also the reasons for the marvellous hold he had on millions
of his countrymen. I have claimed no superiority for myself.
I only know that we fundamentally differed, but my respect for
him grew with greater contact, and I believe that his affection for
me also grew as time went on. The remarks, therefore, that were
made to M. Paul Richard were made, I assure the reader, in
no disparagement of the character of the illustrious deceased and
I hope that the bald presentation of that difference in the inter-
view will not in any way acerbate the members of the great Maha-
rashtra party whose hearty co-operation in the national struggle
I value so highly and in order to conciliate whom I go many a
mile so long as I have not to sacrifice my principle.
M. Paul Richard's presentation of my views about non-
violence is really a caricature. I have no doubt that he under-
stands me in the manner in which he has represented me. There
is undoubtedly a sense in which the statement is true when I
say that I hold my religion dearer than my country and that
therefore I am a Hindu first and nationalist after. I do not
become on that score a less nationalist than the best of them. I
simply thereby imply that the interests of my country are iden-
tical with those of my religion. Similarly when I say that I
prize my own salvation above everything else, above the salva-
tion of India, it does not mean that my personal salvation re-
quires a sacrifice of India's political or any other salvation. But it
. implies necessarily that the two go together. Just in the same
sense I would decline to gain India's freedom at the cost of non-
violence, meaning that India will never gain her freedom with-
out non-violence or through violence. That I may be hopelessly
wrong in holding the view is another matter, but such is my view
1 Tilak had 3  discussion with Gandhiji at Sinhaged on May 1, 1920;
ridg Vol. XVII, p. S76.